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ABSTRACT

The research “Mak Yong : Melayu Performing Arts” aims to study the
origin, background, type and the performances of Mak Yong in 3 Southern Border
provinces, Thailand : Yala Pattani, Narathiwat and some parts of Songkhal. This
research is a quantitative research by collecting data from documents, and
interviews. The result of the study showed that Mak Yong had been originated from
the ancient rite called “Spiritual Conjuring” (Riak Phee Ta Phee Yaii), the Melayu
ancient belief which affected from Hindu - Java and Java - Melayu cultures. This
ritual had the performances were later been combined with Thai Theatres; Lakorn
Chatree and Lakorn Nok Which supported by Thai Royal Court as well as the Nora
performance in southern part of Thailand.

Mak Yong had been adjusted to become an entertained and conventional
performance and was supported by the Pattani Royal Court (at that time), and
spread to Malaysia and Indonesia. Type of performances of Mak Yong, the research
found 2 types of Mak Yong : to be a part of making rite by healing the patients,
making votive offering and annually respecting spiritual of Mak Yong. Another type
was to entertain which had been famous in the past. Nowadays, the full
performance of Mak Yong disappears as it was adapted to perform in educational
institutions and government sectors. This type of performance is shown as an
educational study and conservative performance as it was just the identity of 3

southern border provinces.
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