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Research Title : The Factors Related to Upper Secondary School Students’ Decision to

Study in a University in the Three Southernmost Provinces.

Researcher : Assistant Professor Supa Yathikul

Year : 2012

Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the factors related to upper
secondary school students’ decision to study in a university in the three southernmost
provinces and to study the factors which forecast the decision making to study in a
university of the 1,624 upper secondary school students in the three southernmost
provinces, 2011 academic year. Questionnaires were used as a tool. Percentage , Mean ,
Standard Deviation , Chi-square , Eta and Logistic Regression Analysis were used to analyze
data through an instant program.

The results were as follows : The personal factors related to upper secondary
school students’ decision to study in a university in the three southernmost provinces at
0.05 level of significance were religion, study programs and income. Some other factors
related to upper secondary school students’ decision to study in a university are at the
very low level except the personal factors and prediction factors which were at the
moderate level (Eta = 0.437). According to the analysis of logistic regression, the factors
which could predict the students’ decision include income of less than 1,000 baht
(Incomel), 1,001-2,000 baht (Income 2), related persons (Factl 1), personal reasons of students
(Factl 2), the image of a university (Factl 3) and the situation of the 3 southernmost
provinces (Factl 6). The prediction was 75.6% correct. The equation to predict the
likelihood that students will decide to study at a university in the three southernmost
provinces is W = 1.201(Incomel) + 0.837(Income?2) +1.213(Factl 1) —0.501(Factl 2)

—0.434(Factl_3) +0.411(Factl _6)
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