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Research Title : Attitudes of Rajchabhat Yala University Students towards Malay

Language Learning

The researcher : Miss Suhaila Binsama-ae
Miss Parida Hayeeteh
Miss Nureeda Japakeeya

Miss Nipattama Chewoh

Organization : Malay Language Program, Humanity Department, Humanities and

Social Sciences Rajchabhat Yala University
Academic Year : 2010

This research aimed to investigate attitudes towards Malay language learning of Yala

Rajchabhat University students who took the Malay language course of the academic year 2009.

The subjects were 155 YRU students. The questionnaires were returned about 126 out of 155. It

was 81.29 percent.

The results of this study investigating attitudes towards Malay language showed that

students held their attitudes at the disagree level. They saw that even if they were weak in Malay

language knowledge and had other professional knowledge, they were able to progress. Grammar

of Malay language was difficult to understand. It was hard to remember many new vocabularies.

Moreover, their attitudes were at low level in aspect of communication in Malay language. In

addition, students held positive attitudes towards Malay language learning in terms of the

advantages of knowing it. Students understanding Malay language had more opportunities to be

happy comparing to students who don’t understand Malay language. They can watch Malay

movies, read news, journal as well as listen to Malay songs.

The results of the study showed that there was not significant correlation between their

level of Malay language learning and both positive and negative attitudes. There were significant



correlation between negative attitudes towards Malay language learning and students’ major at

0.05. Overall, 33.3 percent of students held their attitudes at the disagree level. 15.1 percent of

students who studied other programs held the negative attitudes at the disagreed and strongly

disagreed level. It was 13.5 percent of students majoring in English held negative attitudes at the

disagreed and strongly disagreed level. On the other hand, it was only 10.3 percent of students

majoring in Malay language held negative attitudes at the disagreed and strongly disagreed level.

The results also found that there were significant correlation between having positive attitudes

towards the learning Malay language and students’ majors at 0.01. Overall, 48.4 percent of

students hold the attitudes at the agreed level. 32.5 percents of students majoring in Malay

language held attitudes at the agreed and disagreed level. 18.3 of students majoring in others held

positive attitudes at the agreed and disagreed level.13.5 of students majoring in English held

positive attitudes at the agreed and disagreed level. In other words, students majoring in Malay

language tended to hold positive attitudes towards Malay language course rather than others

major students. Finally, there were some suggestions as following:

1. To encourage students to hold positive attitudes, students should be started with

listening skill and urged to speak Malay language in class. They should be taught simple

sentences relating to their daily life. Then, reading and writing should be taught respectively.

2. To improve students’ negative attitudes, teachers should make understanding for

learners to realize the importance of Malay language. Teachers should give them suggestion and

consultation for learning the Malay language and motivate them to learn Malay language

continuously.
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